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PPE Eligibility

Members actively involved in the following programs may request PPE through
their designated Flotilla representative:

e Boat Crew Trainees

Boat Crew Members (Qualified crew and coxswains)

Uninspected Passenger Vessel (UPV) Examiners)

Vessel Examiners (VE'’s)

Marine Safet¥ Program participants (i.e. Assistant Pollution, Investigators,
Assistant Pollution Response Specialists, etc...)

Any member demonstrating a “unique need” for PPE may be specified by
DIRAUX, the OTO, or Unit OIC/CO.
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R&S OFFICER DUTIES

PER COMDT POLICY, AT LEAST ONE AUXILIARIST
,RECOMMENDED BY THE FLOTILLA CDR, SHALL
BE DESIGNATED IN WRITING BY THE OIA/OTO AS
THE RESCUE AND SURVIVAL SYSTEMS OFFICER
(R&S)

MANAGE PPE ISSUANCE, TRAINING, AND
MAINTENANCE INSPECTIONS

SUBMIT SEMIANNUAL INSPECTIONS TO THE OTO
THROUGH THE FLOTILLA CDR AND SO-OP
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PPE Requesting Process

The FSO-R&SS Officer or appointed Flotilla Staff Officer sends the PPE request with the
members name, member #, PPE sizes, and flotilla to the SO-OP or appointed Division
Staff Officer.

The Division Staff Officer reviews each Flotilla request for accuracy and legitimacy. The

SO then consolidates all Flotilla requests and forwards the request for gear to the
OTO.

Once the request is received by the OTO, it will be reviewed and processed based on
availability of funds or inventory on hand.

Completed orders may be picked up at Sector Delaware Bay l()iy the appointed SO or
representative, (by appointment only) or the order will be delivered by the OTO to the
division

NOTE: Only orders received from and approved by the
appointed DIVISION STAFF OFFICER will be accepted.



PPE Tracking

Once the PPE is delivered to the Division, the SO-OP will separate and distribute the
items to the R&SS Officer.

The appointed R&S Officer will distribute the PPE to the individual and document
receipt on the AF Form 538. The member shall sign the AF 538 form acknowledging
receipt of the items listed.

The appointed R&S Officer will maintain the original member-signed AF 538 in the
Flotilla Rescue & Survival Systems Binder. Note a copy should be sent to the SO-OP.

Any future PPE disbursed to the member shall be documented on the original AF 538
form, and a copy sent to the SO-OP.

When a member becomes inactive, is disenrolled or relocates, the flotilla must retrieve
their Coast Guard issued PPE and notify the OTO as soon as possible to be returned or
reissued to another member.

REMEMBER: This PPE is property of the USCG and does not belong to the
member.



PPE Issuance

Member’s will only be issued the basic PPE as needed.

“Unique Need” PPE may be issued due to special
circumstances and/or specified by the DIRAUX, OTO
or Unit OIC/CO.



STANDARD ISSUED GEAR

TYPE III PFD (SAR VEST IF FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE)

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT
e PLB
e SURVIVAL KNIFE AND SHEATH
e STROBE LIGHT
e SIGNAL MIRROR
e WHISTLE
 GEAR BAG (FUNDS AVAILABILITY)



PPE Issuance

The Flotilla Rescue & Survival Systems Officer will
supervise and coordinate the build-up of PPE equipment
when it is initially received. Each item will be marked
IAW with the Maintenance Procedure Card (MPC) ex:
CLA1234.

Each member is responsible for the care and
inspection of this equipment at prescribed
intervals. Equipment that is lost or damaged through
normal operations will be replaced at no cost.

Members will be responsible for funding the
replacement of equipment that is lost or damaged due
to abuse, neglect, or unauthorized use.




PPE Issuance

Members accepting equipment will be responsible for presenting the
equipment for semi-annual/post use inspections as directed by OTO.
Inspections will be scheduled in one of the following ways:

Division Operations Staff Officers will schedule at least one date for each Division to
perform inspections at a location convenient for their Division each spring and fall.

Assistant District Operations Staff Officers will schedule at least one date for inspections
at their units each spring and fall.

SO-OPs and ADSO-OPs will coordinate schedules to permit maximum opportunities for
the membership.

Members may attend inspections scheduled by any unit or Division.

Once all inspections of issued PPE are completed within a Division, Each DSO-OP
will make their reports to the OTO.




PPE Care and Maintenance

Periodic maintenance is essential to promote longevity
and ensure that rescue and survival equipment and
systems function properly when needed.
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Type Il PFD

Maintenance is limited to cleaning after use or as
required. Cleaning in a solution of water and
disinfectant/detergent, is most effective for heavily
soiled PFDs. Fresh water rinse and hang dry
completely before storing. Repairs are limited to the
unit’s capability to repair the device.
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Survival Vest

Drying is required after each use. Remove PLB’s and
completely rinse and dry before re-stowing. Required
maintenance shall be accomplished in accordance with
Maintenance Procedure Card. Repair is limited to
minor restitching of pockets to mesh and survival item
replacement.



PPE Inspections

Members will be responsible for presenting their
equipment semi-annually for PPE inspection. The
equipment will be examined in accordance with
the Coast Guard Rescue and Survival Systems
Manual and the MPC inspection cards.

Equipment that is no longer serviceable will be
retained by the inspector and returned to the OTO.
The OTO will determine whether the circumstances
warrant replacement of the equipment at Coast Guard
expense.



o
NOTE

ALL MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES CARDS (MPC’s) SHOULD BE
PRINTED AT THE TIME OF THE INSPECTIONS TO ENSURE THE
MOST UP TO DATE CARD IS BEING USED! NOTE MPC’S CAN BE
LOCATED ON THE AUX NATIONAL SITE

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=R-
DEPT&category=MEMBERSONLY

MPC CARD# AND DATE NEEDS TO BE ENTERED ON THE RESCUE
& SURVIVAL SYSTEMS/EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE LOG.

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT CAN EITHER BE KEPT IN THE TYPE III PFD
OR THE SAR VEST.



PPE Inspections

The PPE Inspector will document the inspection of
equipment on an Equipment Maintenance Log and file in
the Flotilla Rescue & Survival Systems Binder.

NOTE: Members who fail to perform the required semi-
annual inspections will be directed to return their
equipment to the OTO. Any member who fails to return
the equipment when directed will be responsible for the
current replacement cost of the equipment not returned.
Failure to pay the current replacement cost in a timely
manner will be grounds for loss of all operational
qualifications for a period of not less than one year.



PPE Inspections

If, at any time during operational service, a piece of personal protective
equipment becomes damaged, unserviceable, destroyed, or lost, the
member shall report the situation immediately. If a damage claim
applies to the incident, the PPE will be included in the claim. If the
equipment is not part of a damage claim, the member will immediately
report the situation and circumstances to the R&SS Officer and arrange
for an inspection of the PPE prior to further use. The R&SS Officer will
document the inspection and send the results to the OTO. If the PPE
is found not to be serviceable, it will be retained and delivered to the
OTO. The OTO will determine whether replacement PPE will be issued
or whether the member will be expected to purchase replacement items.

Members who fail to maintain currency at the end of an operational
season will be required to return the PPE issued to them. Ifthey regain
their currency, the OTO may reissue the equipment to the member.



TYPE LILI PFD

Maintenance is limited to cleaning after use or as
required. Cleaning in a solution of water and
disinfectant/detergent, is most effective for heavily
soiled PFDs. Fresh water rinse and hang dry
completely before storing. Repairs are limited to the
unit’s capability to repair the device.



Contents of the Boat Crew Survival Vest

1 Signal Mirror
2 Strobe Light

3 MK-79 Kit 3 6 Survival Knife
4 Signal Whistle . 7PLB
1.Emergency Signaling Mirror 5 MK-124 o
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2.Strobe Light

3.Marine Smoke and Illumination
Signal (Not Aux)

4. Signal Whistle
5.MK 124 (Not Aux)
6.Survival Knife

7.Personal Locator Beacon (PLB)

7

Seal NumberPlacement Bowline with an Overhand Knot
(Underside of pocketflap)




Contents of the Boat Crew Survival Vest

P
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PPE Inspections

a. Inspect vest pockets and casings for
cuts, tears, seam separations, and
loose stitching.

b. Inspect slide fastener for proper
operation and security

c. Inspect hardware for security of
attachment, corrosion, damage, wear,
and ease of operation.




PPE Inspections

d. Inspect vest markings for legibility.
Restore as required.

Inspect survival knife for the following:

a. Check knife sharpness. Sharpen
blade as required.




PPE Inspections

b. Check knife surface for
corrosion. Clean minor corrosion
with fine steel wool or fine wire
brush.

c. Check lanyard security and reinstall
knife in pocket.




PPE Inspections

Inspect strobe light for the following:

a. Obvious defects.

b. Check the security of the hook tape. Repair/Replace as required.

c. Remove and discard old batteries IAW local

procedures.
d. Install new batteries. Do not over compress the gasket.

e. Activate the light and measure the flash rate. It shall be between 50
to 70 flashes per minute.

f. Replace lights that are broken or that do not flash at the desired rate.

g. Check lanyard security and install in equipment pocket.
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PPE Inspections

Inspect the whistle for the following:

a. Inspect whistle for seam separation and cracks. Damaged or
defective whistles shall be replaced.

b. Blow whistle normally (regular exhalation, then with forced
exhalation. If whistle fails to emit a highly audible sound, replace it.

c. Wipe whistle.

d. Check lanyard security and install in equipment pocket.




PPE Inspections

Inspect the Mirror for the following:

a. Inspect mirror for cracks and legible instructions. Replace as
necessary.

b. Check lanyard security and install in equipment pocket.




PPE Inspections

Inspect the PLB as follows:

a. Open the flip-top lid. Do NOT pull off the red anti-tamper cover.

b. Self-test uses the OFF/Test button, located under the flexible
handle of the red anti-tamper cover on the right side

c. Slide a finger under the flexible handle of the anti-tamper cover to
operate the OFF/Test button. Press the switch and HOLD IT DOWN
until the self-test sequence is completed. This will take 8 seconds.
While the button is held down and self-test sequence is in progress,
the red indicator light marked "ON" (above the switch) will
illuminate.

REPETITIVE TESTING WILL DIMINISH THE BATTERY LIFE.



PPE Inspections

d. On successful completion of the self-test sequence, the green light
on the left will flash 3 times and the buzzer will sound 3 times. The
PLB will switch itself off after completing the self-test, even if the off
button is still held down.

e. Release the button and close the flip-top lid.
f. If self-test fails, repeat it. If the problem persists, check the battery
expiration date. Do not use the PLB; return to manufacturer. i
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g. Check condition and security of the PLB retaining lanyard. ‘
h. Restore battery date markings as required.
| . Record maintenance action by completing appropriate sign-off,

adding pertinent remarks.

The above test will ONLY be performed during the first five minutes of
each hour.



PPE Inspections

PLB acceptance Inspection:

Ensure that all PLBs are registered using the member name, address,
and phone number. Indicate the next higher Command Center, AREA,
District or Sector as the primary 24 hour emergency point of contact.

Members must fill out the 406 MHz PLB registration form that is packaged with the PLB.

a. Registration may be accomplished online at

b. If the electronic registration form is not used, fax or mail the registration information to
the address shown on the form.

c. A confirmation sticker will be mailed back from NOAA.

NOAA will send a re-registration notice to the mailing address in the
Owner/Operator block.

The PLB registration shall be updated every two years.



http://www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov/

PPE Inspections

Inspect the PFD for the following:

a. Inspect vest pockets and casings for cuts, tears, seam separations,
and loose stitching.

b. Inspect slide fastener for proper operation and security.

c. Inspect hardware for security of attachment, corrosion, damage,
wear, and ease of operation.

d. Inspect Retro for condition and security of attachment.

e. Inspect vest markings for legibility. Restore as required.

Ensure all inspections are documented in the Equipment
Maintenance log.




PPE Maintenance Log



and Survival Systems Manual

Wue & Survival Systems/EquipW

APPENDIX A: Rescue & Survival Systems/Equipment Maintenance Log

ITEM:  TYPEII PFD pmopEL: MUSTANG SIN:  CLA1234 IN-SERVICE DATE: 6/1/14
Inspectio Inspection Type Signature Inspection Facility Remarks
n Date
6/1/14 WMQSAP 0@ FSO-OP OR FSO-MA SIGN FSO-0OP Build-up Complete. Placed into service IAW
MPC# RSS583031 dtd 5/9/13
10/28/14 | W-M-QB)A PO MX FSO-OP OR FSO-MA SIGN DIV 01-16 Conducted Inspection IAW MPC#RSS583031.0
6/1/15 WML AP0y FSO-OP OR FSO-MA SIGN DIV 01-16 Missed Semi-Annual. taken OOS. p=
6/3/15 WMQSAPO @ FSO-OP OR FSO-MA SIGN DIV 01-16 Completed Build-up inspection, placed back in
o service IAW MPC# RSS583031.0
11/1/15 | WM Q§)A P O mx FSO-OP OR FSO-MA SIGN DIV 01-16 Conducted Inspection IAW MPC#RSS583031.0
o s A A Missed Semi-Annual
WMQSAPO MX Inspection, take gear

out of service (O0S), re-
inspect, place back in
S AP O MX service.

Q
WMQSAPO MX
Q

WMQSAPO MX

WMQSAP O MX

WMQSAP O MX
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